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As the popularity of e-bicycles has exploded, so have calls to the Sheriff’s Office about them, 22 3
ranging from nuisance issues such as teens riding them in parks to serious incidents involving

accidents and injuries. Early fall still provides plenty of time for riding — maybe even to school —
so it’s helpful to know some basics about e-bike capabilities, statistics, and safety issues.

Depending on their class, e-bikes can reach speeds of 28mph and are legal on sidewalks, trails, TRAFFIC
streets, and private property, with permission. They are not permitted in public parks. Safety STOPS
rules require e-bike riders under 18 to wear a helmet. E-bikes cannot have passengers and must

use a headlight and rear reflector if riding at night. (See attached chart.) These speedy riders

can take pedestrians as well as drivers by surprise, often resulting in complaints and near

misses, all the way to full-on crashes.

On a national level, e-bike accidents surged from around 3,500 in 2017 to 34,200 in 2023,
according to the latest numbers from Consumer Shield. Roughly 38% of e-bike crashes
nationally involve motor vehicles. Most e-bike accidents are single-vehicle accidents where the
rider loses control and hits a stationary object, like a parked car, or runs off the road. Many
riders take time to adjust to e-bikes, and they risk crashing while they learn how to use them. CITATIONS
Motor vehicle drivers, on the other hand, often don’t hear these quiet bikes, or they misjudge

their speed or distance. Inattention and distracted driving are also a common cause of crashes

with e-bikes.

With e-bike ridership still growing, it’s important to be aware of the laws and local ordinances
that apply wherever you ride. Always use caution, follow traffic rules, and wear the proper
safety gear. Let’s all do our part to ride responsibly and safely — so everyone can make the
most of these final weeks of good weather before winter rolls in.
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https://www.consumershield.com/articles/ebike-escooter-accidents
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KNOW THE DIFFERENCE & RIDE SAFE

Electric Personal
Assistive Mobility Device

Motorized Foot Scooter
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PEDAL-ASSISTMOTOR

No

No

F* o>

MOTOR/ENGINE SIZE

100-750 watts

<750 watts

<1500 watts or <49cc

>1500 watts or >49¢c

MAX SPEED

15

20

20 or 28 (Class 3)

30

>30

LICENSE REQUIRED

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

MINIMUM AGE

12

12

15

15

15

HELMETREQUIRED

<18

<18

<18

<18

<18

WHERE CAN | RIDE

Sidewalks
Trails
Streets (Limited)
Private property

Trails
Streets
Private property

* Riding on private prope

Sidewalk
Trails
Streets
Private property

ry requires permission from

Streets
Off-highway
Private property

the property owner

Streets
Off-highway
Private property

PASSENGER

No

No

No

If equipped with seat &
footrests

If equipped with seat &
footrests

NIGHTTIME

Reflectors

Headlight & taillight

Headlight & rear reflector

Headlight & taillight

Headlight & taillight

STATUTE

169.212

169.225

Ride Safe Tips:

169.222

Know the laws and ordinances

169.223

Wear a helmet

169.974

Ride ata reasonable speed and be aware of your surroundings

Ride in the same direction as traffic on the right side

Warn pedestrians and pass cautiously on the left
Signalturns and yield at intersections
Use lights and extra caution after dusk
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